
02/06/01 NCS2 
SOCIAL NETWORKS (SN) 

 
*SN1.   The next few questions are about your social life [Not including your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: husband/wife, IF *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’: 

partner)].  How often do you talk on the phone, exchange letters or e-mail, or get together with relatives who do not live with you – most 
every day, a few times a week, a few times a month, about once a month, or less than once a month? 

 
MOST EVERY DAY ......................................1 
A FEW TIMES A WEEK ...............................2  
A FEW TIMES A MONTH ............................3  
ONCE A MONTH...........................................4 
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH....................5 
(IF VOL) NO RELATIVES ............................6 GO TO *SN6 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 

 
 
*SN2.  [Not including your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: husband/wife, IF *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’: partner)]  how much can you rely on relatives who 

do not live with you for help if you have a serious problem – a lot, some, a little, or not at all? 
 

A LOT ..............................................................1 
SOME...............................................................2  
A LITTLE ........................................................3  
NOT AT ALL ..................................................4 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 

 
 
*SN3.  Not including your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: husband/wife, IF *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’: partner)] how much can you open up to relatives 

who do not live with you if you need to talk about your worries – (a lot, some, a little, or not at all)? 
 

A LOT ..............................................................1 
SOME...............................................................2  
A LITTLE ........................................................3  
NOT AT ALL ..................................................4 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 

 
 
*SN4.  Not including your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: husband/wife, IF *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’: partner)] how often do your relatives make too 

many demands on you – often, sometimes, rarely, or never? 
 

OFTEN...........................................................1 
SOMETIMES.................................................2  
RARELY........................................................3  
NEVER...........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 
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*SN5. Not including your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: husband/wife, IF *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’: partner)] how often do your relatives argue with you 

– (often, sometimes, rarely, or never)? 
 

OFTEN.............................................................1 
SOMETIMES ..................................................2  
RARELY..........................................................3  
NEVER ............................................................4 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 

 
 
*SN6.  How often do you talk on the phone or get together with friends– most every day, a few times a week, a few times a month, about once 

a month, or less than once a month? 
 

MOST EVERY DAY ....................................1 
A FEW TIMES A WEEK .............................2  
A FEW TIMES A MONTH ..........................3  
ONCE A MONTH.........................................4 
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH..................5 
(IF VOL) NO FRIENDS ...............................6 GO TO *SN11 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 

 
 
*SN7.  How much can you rely on your friends for help if you have a serious problem – a lot, some, a little, or not at all? 
 

A LOT ............................................................1 
SOME.............................................................2  
A LITTLE ......................................................3  
NOT AT ALL ................................................4 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 

 
 
*SN8.  How much can you open up to your friends if you need to talk about your worries – (a lot, some, a little, or not at all)? 
 

A LOT ............................................................1 
SOME.............................................................2  
A LITTLE ......................................................3  
NOT AT ALL ................................................4 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 

 
 
*SN9.  How often do your friends make too many demands on you – often, sometimes, rarely, or never? 
 

OFTEN...........................................................1 
SOMETIMES.................................................2  
RARELY........................................................3  
NEVER...........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 
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*SN10.  How often do your friends argue with you – (often, sometimes, rarely, or never)? 
 

OFTEN...........................................................1 
SOMETIMES.................................................2  
RARELY........................................................3  
NEVER...........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW..............................................8 
REFUSED......................................................9 

 
 
*SN11.   INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT:  (SEE *SC3 and *SC3a) 
 

*SC3 EQUALS ‘1’ OR *SC3a EQUALS ‘1’............................1 
ALL OTHERS .............................................................................2 GO TO *SN13  

 
 
*SN12.   When you have a problem or worry, how often do you let your (husband/wife/partner) know about it – always, most of the time, 

sometimes, rarely, or never? 
 

ALWAYS.........................................................1 
MSOT OF THE TIME.....................................2  
SOMETIMES...................................................3  
RARELY..........................................................4 
NEVER.............................................................5 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 

 
 
*SN13.   When you have a problem or worry, how often do you let someone (else) know about it – always, most of the time, sometimes, rarely, 

or never? 
 

ALWAYS.........................................................1 
MOST OF THE TIME.....................................2  
SOMETIMES...................................................3  
RARELY..........................................................4 
NEVER.............................................................5 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
REFUSED........................................................9 
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*SN21. Do you have any serious ongoing tensions, serious conflicts or serious problems getting along with any of the following people: 
 

  
YES 
(1) 

 
NO 
(5) 

DON’T 
KNOW 

(8) 

 
REFUSE

(9) 
*SN21a.  Either of your parents? 
                 INTERVIEWER: CODE “NO” IF PARENTS DEAD 

 
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21b.  Any of your brothers or sisters? 
                INTERVIEWER: CODE “NO” IF NO SIBLINGS  

 
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21c.   INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT (SEE *CN1, *CN2) 
IF *CN1 EQUALS ‘1’-‘97’ OR  
*CN2 EQUALS ‘1’-‘97’ ........................................ 1 

 ALL OTHERS ........................................................ 2  GO TO *SN21e 
                  

    

*SN21d.   Any of your children or step-children?  
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21e.  INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT  
*SC3 EQUALS ‘1’..............................................1 
*SC3a EQUALS ‘1’............................................2 
ALL OTHERS .....................................................3  GO TO *SN21g 

         

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*SN21f. Your (IF *SC3 EQUALS ‘1’: spouse/ ALL OTHERS: partner)?  
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21g.   Any of your other relatives or in-laws? 
INTERVIEWER: CODE “NO” IF NO RELATIVES 

 
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21h.   Any of your neighbors? 
INTERVIEWER: CODE “NO” IF NO RELATIVES 

 
1 
 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

*SN21i.   Any of your coworkers? 
INTERVIEWER: CODE “NO” IF NO RELATIVES 

 

 
1 

 
5 

 
8 

 
9 

 
 *SN21.1. INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT (SEE *SN21a- *SN21i) 
 

0 RESPONSES CODED ‘1’........................................................1 GO TO *SN22 
1 RESPONSE CODED ‘1’..........................................................2 GO TO *SN21.3 
2+ RESPONSES CODED ‘1’ .....................................................3 

 
 
*SN21.2. Which of these people did you have the most serious tensions with in the past 12 months? 
 

CIRCLE ONE 
 

PARENT ..........................................................1 
SIBLING ..........................................................2  
CHILD/STEP-CHILD .....................................3  
SPOUSE/PARTNER .......................................4 
OTHER RELATIVE/ IN LAW.......................5 
NEIGHBOR.....................................................6 
COWORKER...................................................7 
DON’T KNOW................................................8 
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REFUSED........................................................9 
 
 
 
 

*SN21.3. [IF *SN2.1 EQUALS ‘3’: Did the problems with (PERSON MENTIONED IN RESPONSE TO LAST QUESTION) start in the past 
12 months? / ALL OTHERS: You mentioned having problems getting along with (PERSON MENTIONED IN LAST QUESTION 
SERIES).  Did these problems start in the past 12 months?] 

 
YES...................................................... 1 
NO........................................................ 5 GO TO *SN21.5 
DON’T KNOW.................................... 8 GO TO *SN21.5 
REFUSED............................................ 9 GO TO *SN21.5 

 
 
*SN21.4. In what month did the problems start? 
 

_____________MONTHS (01-13) 
 
DON’T KNOW.............................98  
REFUSED.....................................99 
 
GO TO *SN22 

 
 
*SN21.5. Did these problems get significantly worse for a month or longer during the past 12 months? 
 

YES...................................................... 1 
NO........................................................ 5 GO TO *SN22 
DON’T KNOW.................................... 8 GO TO *SN22 
REFUSED............................................ 9 GO TO *SN22 

 
 
*SN21.6. In what month did that worsening start? 
 

_____________MONTHS (01-13) 
 
DON’T KNOW...........................98  
REFUSED ...................................99 

 
 

*SN22. Did you have a relationship with any close friend or family member end in the past 12 months? 
 

YES...................................................... 1 
NO........................................................ 5 GO TO *SN23 
DON’T KNOW.................................... 8 GO TO *SN23 
REFUSED............................................ 9 GO TO *SN23 

 
 

*SN22a. In what month did that occur? 
  
 INTERVIEWER: IF MULTIPLE OCCURENCES, RECORD MONTH OF FIRST OCCURRENCE IN PAST 12 MONTHS. 
 

_____________MONTHS (01-13) 
 

DON’T KNOW.............................98  
REFUSED.....................................99 
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*SN22b. Before the relationship ended, was this someone with whom you could open up to if you needed to talk about your problems? 
 

YES...................................................... 1 
NO........................................................ 5 GO TO *SN23 
DON’T KNOW.................................... 8 GO TO *SN23 
REFUSED............................................ 9 GO TO *SN23 

 
 
*SN23. For the next question, think only about your very closest friends and close family members.  Did any of these people have 

any of the following experiences in the past 12 months? 
  
 In what month did this happen? 

 
INTERVIEWER: IF MULTIPLE OCCURRENCES IN A 
SINGLE CATEGORY, RECORD MONTH OF FIRST 
OCCURRENCE IN PAST 12 MONTHS. 

*SN23a.   A life threatening accident or injury? 
 

YES.................................1  
NO...................................5 GO TO * SN23c 
DON’T KNOW...............8 GO TO * SN23c 
REFUSED.......................9 GO TO * SN23c 

 

*SN23b.        
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 

 
*SN23c. The start or worsening of a life threatening illness? 
  

YES...................................1  
NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN23e 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN23e 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN23e 

 

*SN23d. 
_____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 

 
*SN23e.  A serious marital or relationship problem? 
 

YES...................................1  
NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN23g 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN23g 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN23g 

 

*SN23f. 
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 
 

*SN23g. A serious financial issue? 
 

YES...................................1  
NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN23i 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN23i 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN23i 

  

*SN23h. 
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 
 

*SN23i.   A serious legal problem? 
 

YES...................................1  
NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN23k 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN23k 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN23k 

 

*SN23j. 
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 
 

*SN23k.  A serious physical or sexual assault? 
 

YES...................................1  

*SN23l. 
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 
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NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN23m 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN23m 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN23m 

 

ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 
 

*SN23m.  Any other very stressing event? 
 

YES...................................1  
NO.....................................5 GO TO *SN24 
DON’T KNOW ................8 GO TO *SN24 
REFUSED.........................9 GO TO *SN24 

 

*SN23n. 
                  _____________MONTHS (01-13) 

 
ON GOING................................. 97 
DON’T KNOW........................... 98  
REFUSED................................... 99 
 

 
*SN24. Did anyone close to you die in the past 12 months? 
 
 YES........................................................ 1 

NO.......................................................... 5 GO TO *SN31 
DON’T KNOW ..................................... 8 GO TO *SN31 
REFUSED.............................................. 9 GO TO *SN31 

 
 
*SN25. What was their relationship to you? 
 

INTERVIEWER: RECORD UP TO 5 MENTIONS. 
 
PARENT ............................................................1 
CHILD................................................................2  
SPOUSE.............................................................3  
SIBLING............................................................4 
OTHER RELATIVE (SPECIFY) .....................5 
NON-RELATIVE (SPECIFY)..........................6 
DON’T KNOW..................................................8 
REFUSED..........................................................9 

 
 

*SN26. INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTION: ASK *SN26a-26g IN SEQUENCE FOR EACH OF UP TO 5 MENTIONS IN *SN25a-25e. 
 
 
*SN26a. In what month did (RELATIONSHIP/he/she) die? 
 

_____________MONTHS (01-13) 
 
DON’T KNOW ..............................98  
REFUSED.......................................99 

 
 
*SN26b. How old was (RELATIONSHIP/he/she) at the time of (his/her) death? 
 

_____________YEARS OLD 
 
DON’T KNOW...........................998  
REFUSED ...................................999 
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*SN26c. How did (he/she) die? 
 
SELECT ONE RESPONSE 
 
MURDER...........................................................1 
SUICIDE............................................................2  
ACCIDENT .......................................................3  
ILLNESS............................................................4 GO TO *SN26f 
OTHER (SPECIFY) ..........................................5      
DON’T KNOW..................................................8   
REFUSED..........................................................9   

 
 
*SN26d. Was (he/she) already dead when you heard about it?  Or was (he/she) still alive? 
 
 ALREADY DEAD ................................ 1 GO TO *SN26f 

ALIVE ................................................... 2  
DON’T KNOW ..................................... 8 GO TO *SN27 
REFUSED.............................................. 9 GO TO *SN27 

 
 
*SN26e.How long did (he/she) live after you heard about it? 
 

_____________NUMBER 
 

CIRCLE UNIT OF TIME:  HOURS ... 1 DAYS..........2 WEEKS ........ 3 MONTHS....4 
 
DON’T KNOW .......................998 
REFUSED................................999 
 
GO TO *SN26g 

 
 
*SN26f. How long had (he/she) been seriously ill before (his/her) death? 
 

INTERVIEWER: IF NOT AT ALL, CODE “0” HOURS 
 
_____________NUMBER 

 
CIRCLE UNIT OF TIME:  HOURS .......1 DAYS..........2 WEEKS ........ 3 MONTHS....4 
 
DON’T KNOW .......................998 
REFUSED................................999 

 
 

*SN26g.Was (RELATIONSHIP/he/she) someone with whom you could discuss your personal problems? 
 
 YES........................................................ 1 

NO.......................................................... 5  
DON’T KNOW ..................................... 8  
REFUSED.............................................. 9  

 
 
*SN27- *SN30. INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTIONS: REPEAT *SN26a-26g SERIES FOR DEATH REPORTED IN *SN25b.- 25e.  IF 

NONE, GO TO *SN31. 
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*SN31. How long have you lived in your current neighborhood? 
 
 IF LESS THAN A YEAR, RECORD ‘0’. ROUND DOWN FOR FRACTIONS. 
 
 _____________ NUMBER OF YEARS 
 

DON’T KNOW ............................98  
REFUSED ..................................99 

 
 
*SN32. How many people do you know by name in your neighborhood — a lot, some a few, or none? 
 

A LOT ................................................................. 1  
SOME.................................................................. 2 
A FEW ................................................................ 3  
NONE ................................................................. 4 
DON’T KNOW .................................................. 8 
REFUSED .......................................................... 9 

 
 
*SN33. How often do you have a conversation or hang out with any of the people who live in your neighborhood 
 -- several times a week, once a week, several times a month, or less than once a month? 
 

SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK............................. 1  
ONCE A WEEK ................................................. 2 
SEVERAL TIMES A MONTH ......................... 3  
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH ...................... 4 
(IF VOL) NEVER............................................... 5 
DON’T KNOW .................................................. 8 
REFUSED .......................................................... 9  

 
 
*SN34. How happy are you with living in your neighborhood — very, somewhat, not very, or not at all happy? 
 

VERY .................................................................. 1  
SOMEWHAT...................................................... 2 
NOT VERY......................................................... 3  
NOT AT ALL .................................................... 4 GO TO *SN36 
DON’T KNOW .................................................. 8 
REFUSED .......................................................... 9  GO TO *SN36 

 
 
*SN35. How unhappy would you be if you had to move out of this neighborhood — very, somewhat, not very,  
 or not at all unhappy? 
 

VERY .................................................................. 1  
SOMEWHAT...................................................... 2 
NOT VERY......................................................... 3  
NOT AT ALL .................................................... 4 
DON’T KNOW .................................................. 8 
REFUSED .......................................................... 9 
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*SN36. How true is each of the following statements about 
 your neighborhood – very true, somewhat, not very, 
 or not at all true? 
 
(IF NEC: Is this very, somewhat, not very, or not at all true?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERY 
(1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SOME 
WHAT 

(2) 

 
 
 
 
 

NOT 
VERY 

(3) 

 
 
 
 
 

NOT 
AT 

ALL 
(4) 

 
 
 
 
 
DON’T 
KNOW 

(8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
REFUSED 

(9) 

 
*SN36a. I feel safe being out alone in my neighborhood at 
 night. 
 

1 2 3 4 8 9 

 
*SN36b. People around here are willing to help their 

neighbors. 
  

1 2 3 4 8 9 

 
*SN36c. This is a close-knit neighborhood. 
 

1 2 3 4 8 9 

 
 

 
(IF NEC: 0 means “not at all like me” and 10 means “exactly like me”.) 
 

NUMBER 
(0 - 10) 

DK 
(8) 

RF 
(9) 

 
*SN37.    Next I will read four statements about general relationship styles that people 

often report.  On a 0-to-10 scale, where 0 means “not at all like me” and 10 
means “exactly like me”, please give me the number that best describes how 
much each statement sounds like you.  First, “It is easy for me to become 
emotionally close to others.  I am comfortable depending on them and having 
them depend on me.  I don’t worry about being alone or having others not 
accept me.”  What number between 0 and 10 best describes how much that 
statement sounds like you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

__________ 
 

NUMBER 

 
 
 
 
 

98 

 
 
 
 
 

99 

 
*SN38.    Here is the next statement.  “I am uncomfortable getting close to others.  I 

want emotionally close relationships, but I find it difficult to trust others 
completely, or to depend on them.  I worry that I will be hurt if I allow myself 
to become too close to others.”  What number between 0 and 10 best describes 
how much that statement sounds like you. 

 

 
 

 
__________ 

 
NUMBER 

 
 
 

98 

 
 
 

99 

 
*SN39.    Here is the third statement.  “I want to be completely emotionally intimate 

with others, but I often find that others are reluctant to get close as I would 
like.  I am uncomfortable being without close relationships, but I sometimes 
worry that other’s don’t value me as much as I value them.”  What number 
between 0 and 10 best describes how much that statement sounds like you. 

 

 
 

 
__________ 

 
NUMBER 

 
 
 

98 

 
 
 

99 

 
*SN40.    Here is the last statement.  “I am comfortable without close emotional 

relationships.  It is very important to me to feel independent and self-sufficient, 
and I prefer not to depend on others or have others depend on me. What 
number between 0 and 10 best describes how much that statement sounds like 
you. 

 
 
 

_________ 
 

NUMBER 

 
 
 

98 

 
 
 

99 
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GO TO NEXT SECTION 


	YES
	NO
	DON’T
	REFUSE
	
	
	
	
	GO TO *SN22


	DON’T KNOW998
	GO TO *SN26g

	DON’T KNOW998
	
	
	VERY

	NOT
	VERY
	NOT







