
04/17/01  NCS2 
CHILDHOOD (CH) 

 
*CH1.   Compared with the average child, at the time you were growing up were you better off financially, about average, or 

worse off during most of your childhood? 
  

 BETTER OFF................... 1 GO TO *CH9 
ABOUT AVERAGE ........ 2 GO TO *CH9 
WORSE OFF.................... 3  
DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH9 

 REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH9 
  
 CH1a.  Was that a lot worse off, somewhat, or just a little worse off?  *

 
A LOT......................... 1 
SOMEWHAT.............. 2  
A LITTLE ................... 3  
DON’T KNOW........... 8 
REFUSED................... 9 

 
  
*CH9. Did your family ever receive money from a government assistance program while you were growing up, like 

welfare, Aid to Families with Dependent Children, General Assistance, or Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families? 
 
YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH13 
DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH13 
REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH13 

 
 CH9a.  Was that during all, most, some, or only a little of your childhood and adolescence?  *

 
ALL.................................................1 
MOST .............................................2 
SOME .............................................3 
A LITTLE .......................................4 
DON’T KNOW...............................8 
REFUSED.......................................9 

 
 
*CH13.  How many years did you live with your biological father? 
 
 _____________ YEARS 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 
*CH14.  How many other adult male head of households did you ever live with for six months or longer during your 
 childhood? 
 
 _____________ NUMBER 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 
*CH16.  How many years during your childhood did you live without an adult male head of your household? 
 
 _____________ YEARS 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 



 
 
*CH21.  How many years did you live with your biological mother? 
 
 _____________ YEARS 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 
*CH22.  How many other adult female head of households did you ever live with for six months or longer? 
 
 _____________ NUMBER 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 
*CH23.  INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT 
 
 *CH21 EQUALS ’18 OR MORE’..................................... 1 GO TO *CH37 
 ALL OTHERS.................................................................... 2  
 
 
*CH24.  How many years during your childhood did you live without an adult female head of your household? 
 
 _____________ YEARS 
 
 DON’T KNOW ...................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 

 2



 
 

*CH37.  How often did you have each of the following experiences while you were growing up – often, sometimes, not very often, or 
never? 

 

 
(IF NEC:  Often, sometimes, not very often, or never?) OFTEN 

(1) 
SOMETIMES 

(2) 

NOT 
VERY 

OFTEN 
(3) 

NEVER 
(4) 

DK 
(8) 

RF 
(9) 

*CH37a.   How often were you made to do chores that were 
too difficult or dangerous for someone your age? 1 2 3 4 8 9 

*CH37b.   How often were you left alone or unsupervised 
when you were too young to be alone? 1 2 3 4 8 9 

*CH37c.  How often did you go without things you needed 
like clothes, shoes, or school supplies because 
your parents or caregivers spent the money on 
themselves? 

1 2 3 4 8 9 

*CH37d.  How often did your parents or caregivers make 
you go hungry or not prepare regular meals?  1 2 3 4 8 9 

*CH37e.  How often did your parents or caregivers ignore 
or fail to get you medical treatment when you 
were sick or hurt? 

1 2 3 4 8 9 

 
 
*CH38.  How old were you when you were first allowed to go out in the neighborhood on your own without supervision 

from a parent or older brother or sister? 
 
 _____________ YEARS OLD 
 
 (IF VOL) NEVER ..............................97  GO TO *CH43 
 DON’T KNOW ....................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 

CH38.1. INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT (SEE *CH38) *
 
 *CH38 EQUALS ‘12’-‘17’................................................ 1   
 ALL OTHERS.................................................................... 2 
 
 
*CH39.  When you were first allowed out on your own, how often did your parents make you tell them before you went out – 

often, sometimes, not very often, or never? 
   
 OFTEN........................................................................1    
 SOMETIMES..............................................................2 
 NOT VERY OFTEN ...................................................3 
 NEVER........................................................................4 
 (IF VOL) NEVER ALLOWED OUT..........................7 GO TO *CH43 

 DON’T KNOW ...........................................................8 
 REFUSED ...................................................................9 
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*CH42.  When you were first allowed out on your own, how often did you have a set time when you had to be home on 
school nights (– often, sometimes, not very often, or never)? 

 
 OFTEN........................................................................1    

 SOMETIMES..............................................................2 
 NOT VERY OFTEN ...................................................3 
 NEVER........................................................................4 
 DON’T KNOW ...........................................................8 
 REFUSED ...................................................................9 
 
 
*CH43.  How old re you when you were first allowed to stay home by yourself without someone to take care of you?  we
   
  
 _____________ YEARS OLD 
 
 (IF VOL) NEVER ..............................97  GO TO *CH46 
 DON’T KNOW ....................................98 
 REFUSED ............................................99 
 
 
*CH44.  How often were you left alone when you were (IF *CH43 EQUALS ‘LESS THAN 12:11 years old/ ALL OTHERS: 

AGE IN *CH43) – just about every day, a few days a week, a few days a month, or less than once a month? 
       
 JUST ABOUT EVERY DAY .....................................1    

 A FEW DAYS A WEEK ............................................2 
 A FEW DAYS A MONTH .........................................3 
 LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH ................................4 
 DON’T KNOW ...........................................................8 
 REFUSED ...................................................................9 
 
 
*CH45.  About how many hours were you usually left home like this during these days? 
     
 _____________ HOURS 
 
 (IF VOL) LESS THAN ONE HOUR..........................00  
 DON’T KNOW ..............................................................98 
 REFUSED ......................................................................99 
 
 
*
 

CH46. What woman spent the most time raising you — your biological mother or someone else? 

 
 

 (IF NEC: Who?) 

  IF BIOLOGICAL MOTHER AND SOMEONE ELSE ARE BOTH REPORTED, CIRCLE’1’ AND ASK 
  SUBSEQUENT QUESTIONS ABOUT BIOLOGICAL MOTHER. 
 

BIOLOGICAL MOTHER...........................................1 
ADOPTIVE MOTHER ...............................................2 
STEPMOTHER...........................................................3 
FOSTER MOTHER ....................................................4 
OTHER FEMALE RELATIVE ..................................5 
NANNY/ BABYSITTER............................................6 
NO WOMAN ..............................................................7 GO TO *CH74.1 
OTHER (SPECIFY) ....................................................8 
 
__________________________________________  
 
DON’T KNOW ...........................................................98 GO TO *CH74.1 
REFUSED ...................................................................99 GO TO *CH74.1 
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*CH47.1. Was the communication between you and her during most of your childhood excellent, good, fair, or poor? 
 
 EXCELLENT ............................................1 
 GOOD........................................................2 
 FAIR..........................................................3 
 POOR ........................................................4 
 DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
 REFUSED .................................................9 
 
 
*CH47.2. How often did you talk to her about school or about your friends or about your feelings during the time you were 
  growing up—just about every day, a few days a week, once a week, or less than once a week? 

 
EVERY DAY ............................................1 
FEW DAYS A WEEK...............................2 
ONCE A WEEK........................................3 
LESS THAN ONCE A WEEK..................4 
(IF VOL) NEVER .....................................5 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH47.3. How much did she know about what you were doing and how you were feeling during the time you were growing 
 up—a lot, some, a little, or not at all? 

 
A LOT .......................................................1 
SOME........................................................2 
A LITTLE..................................................3 
NOT AT ALL............................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH47.4. How much tension did you have in your relationship with her during much of the time you were growing up — a 
 lot, some, a little, or none? 

 
A LOT .......................................................1 
SOME........................................................2 
A LITTLE..................................................3 
NONE........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH52. Did (WOMAN WHO RAISED R) ever have times lasting two weeks or more where she was sad or depressed most 
  of the time? 
 

YES .................................. 1  
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH60 
DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH60 
R
 

EFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH60 

 *CH52a.Was this during all, most, some, or only a little of your life? 
 
ALL.................................. 1  
MOST .............................. 2  
SOME .............................. 3  
A LITTLE ........................ 4 
(IF VOL) NONE .............. 5 
DON’T KNOW................ 8  
REFUSED........................ 9  
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*CH60. Did (WOMAN WHO RAISED R) ever have anxiety attacks where all of a sudden she felt frightened, anxious, or 

panicky? 
 

YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH74 

 DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH74 
 REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH74 

 
*CH60a. Was that during all, most, some, or only a little of your life? 

 
ALL................................ 1 
MOST............................. 2 
SOME............................. 3 
A LITTLE ..................... 4 
(IF VOL) NONE ............ 5 
DON’T KNOW .............. 8 
REFUSED ...................... 9 

 
 
*CH61. Did she ever get professional treatment for her anxiety attacks? 
 

YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH62 

 DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH62 
 REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH62 
 

*CH61a. Was she ever hospitalized for her anxiety attacks? 
 

YES ................................ 1 
NO.................................. 5  

 DON’T KNOW .............. 8  
 REFUSED ...................... 9  
 

 
*CH62. How much did her anxiety attacks ever cause problems in her life or keep her from doing her regular activities — a 

lot  some, a little, or not at all?  ,
 

A LOT .........................................................1 
SOME..........................................................2 
A LITTLE ...................................................3 
NOT AT ALL..............................................4 
DON’T KNOW ...........................................8 
REFUSED ...................................................9 

 
 
*CH74. Did (WOMAN WHO RAISED R) ever attempt to commit suicide? 
 

YES................................. 1 
NO .................................. 5  

 DON’T KNOW .............. 8  
 REFUSED ...................... 9  

 
 
*CH74.1. INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT (SEE *CH46) 
 

*CH46 EQUALS ‘1’ ............................................................. 1 GO TO *CH75  
 ALL OTHERS ....................................................................... 2   
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YES 
(1) 

 
 
 

NO 
(5) 

 
IF VOL: 

NEVER KNEW 
BIOLOGICAL 

MOTHER 
(7) 

 

 
 
 

DK 
(8) 

 
 
 

RF 
(9) 

 
*CH74.2. I have a few of the same questions now about  

your biological mother.  Did she ever have 
episodes lasting several weeks or longer when she 
was sad or depressed nearly every day? 

 

 
 

1 

 
 

5 

 
 

7 
GO TO *CH75 

 
 

8 

 
 

9 

 
*CH74.2a. Did she ever have episodes lasting a month or 

longer when she was nervous, edgy, or anxious 
most of the time? 

 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 

 
8 

 
9 
 

 
*CH74.2b. Did she ever have sudden attacks of intense fear 
  that happened “out of the blue”? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 
 

 
8 

 
9 

 
*CH74.2c. Did she ever have a problem with alcohol or 
  drugs? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 

 
8 
 

 
9 
 

 
*CH74.2d. Did she ever have problems with the law? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 
 

 
8 

 
9 

 
*CH74.2e. Did she ever get into physical fights? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 
 

 
8 
 

 
9 
 

 
*CH74.2f. Did she ever attempt to commit suicide? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO *CH75 
 

 
8 

 
9 

 
 
*
 
CH75.  Over the years, what man spent the most time raising you — your biological father or someone else? 

 
 

 (IF NEC: Who?) 

  IF BIOLOGICAL FATHER AND SOMEONE ELSE ARE BOTH REPORTED, CIRCLE’1’ AND ASK 
  SUBSEQUENT QUESTIONS ABOUT BIOLOGICAL FATHER. 
 

BIOLOGICAL FATHER ............... 1 
 ADOPTIVE FATHER.................... 2 

STEPFATHER ............................... 3 
FOSTER FATHER......................... 4 
OTHER MALE RELATIVE.......... 5 
BABYSITTER ............................... 6 
NO MAN........................................ 7  GO TO *CH104 
OTHER (SPECIFY) ....................... 8 
 
____________________________  

 
DON’T KNOW .............................. 98 GO TO *CH104 
REFUSED ...................................... 99  GO TO *CH104 
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*CH76. How emotionally close were you with (MAN WHO RAISED R) while you were growing up – very close, somewhat, 

not very, or not at all? 
 

VERY ........................................................1 
SOMEWHAT ............................................2 
NOT VERY ...............................................3 
NOT AT ALL............................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 

                  REFUSED .................................................9 
 
 
*
 

CH76.1. Was the communication between you and him during most of your childhood excellent, good, fair, or poor? 

EXCELLENT ............................................1 
GOOD........................................................2 
FAIR..........................................................3 
POOR ........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH76.2. How often did you talk to him about school or about your friends or about your feelings during the time you were  
 growing up—just about every day, a few days a week, once a week, or less than once a week? 

 
EVERY DAY ............................................1 
FEW DAYS A WEEK...............................2 
ONCE A WEEK........................................3 
LESS THAN ONCE A WEEK..................4 
(IF VOL) NEVER .....................................5 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH76.3. How much did he know about what you were doing and how you were feeling during the time you were growing 
 up — a lot, some, a little, or not at all? 

 
A LOT .......................................................1 
SOME........................................................2 
A LITTLE..................................................3 
NOT AT ALL............................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 

 
 
*CH76.4. How much tension did you have in your relationship with him during much of the time you were growing up — a 
 lot, some, a little, or none? 

 
A LOT .......................................................1 
SOME........................................................2 
A LITTLE..................................................3 
NONE........................................................4 
DON’T KNOW .........................................8 
REFUSED .................................................9 
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*CH81. Did (MAN WHO RAISED R) ever have times lasting two weeks or more where he was sad or depressed most of the 
  time? 
 

YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH89 
DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH89 
REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH89 
 
*CH81a.Was this during all, most, some, or only a little of your childhood? 
 

ALL.................................. 1 
MOST .............................. 2 
SOME .............................. 3 
A LITTLE ........................ 4 
(IF VOL) NONE .............. 5 
DON’T KNOW................ 8 
REFUSED........................ 9 

 
 
*CH89. Did (MAN WHO RAISED R) ever have anxiety attacks where all of a sudden he felt frightened, anxious, or 

panicky? 
 

YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH103 

 DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH103 
 REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH103 

  
*CH89a. as that during all, most, some, or only a little of your life? W

 
ALL................................ 1 
MOST............................. 2 
SOME............................. 3 
A LITTLE ..................... 4 
(IF VOL) NONE ............ 5 
DON’T KNOW .............. 8 
REFUSED ...................... 9 

 
 
*CH90. Did he ever get professional treatment for his anxiety attacks? 
 

YES .................................. 1 
NO .................................... 5 GO TO *CH91 

 DON’T KNOW ................ 8 GO TO *CH91 
 REFUSED ........................ 9 GO TO *CH91 
 

*CH90a. Was he ever hospitalized for his anxiety attacks? 
 

YES ................................ 1 
NO.................................. 5  

 DON’T KNOW .............. 8  
 REFUSED ...................... 9  
 

 
*CH91. How much did his anxiety attacks cause problems in his life or keep him from doing his regular activities — a lot, 

some, a little, or not at all?  
 

A LOT .........................................................1 
SOME..........................................................2 
A LITTLE ...................................................3 
NOT AT ALL..............................................4 
DON’T KNOW ...........................................8 
REFUSED ...................................................9 

 9
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*CH103.  Did (MAN WHO RAISED R) ever attempt to commit suicide? 
 

YES................................. 1 
NO .................................. 5  

 DON’T KNOW .............. 8  
 REFUSED ...................... 9  

 
 
*CH104. INTERVIEWER CHECKPOINT (SEE *CH75) 
 

*CH75 EQUALS ‘1’............................................................... 1 GO TO NEXT SECTION  
 ALL OTHERS......................................................................... 2  
 

 
 

 
 
 

YES 
(1) 

 
 
 

NO 
(5) 

 
IF VOL:  

NEVER KNEW 
BIOLOGICAL 

FATHER 
(7) 

 

 
 
 

DK 
(8) 

 
 
 

RF 
(9) 

 
*CH105. I have a few of the same questions now about 
  your biological father. Did he ever have episodes 
  lasting several weeks or longer when he was sad 
  or depressed nearly every day? 
 

 
 

1 

 
 

5 

 
 

7 
GO TO NEXT 

SECTION 
 

 
 

8 

 
 

9 

 
*CH105a. Did he ever have episodes lasting a month or 
  longer when he was nervous, edgy, or anxious 
  most of the time? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 

 
9 
 

 
*CH105b. Did he ever have sudden attacks of intense fear 
  that happened “out of the blue”? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 

 
9 

 
*CH105c. Did he ever have a problem with alcohol or 
  drugs? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 
 

 
9 
 

 
*CH105d. Did he ever have problems with the law? 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 
 

 
9 
 

 
*CH105e. Did he ever get into physical fights? 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 
 

 
9 
 

 
*CH105f. Did he ever attempt to commit suicide? 
 

 
1 

 
5 

 
7 

GO TO NEXT 
SECTION 

 

 
8 

 
9 
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